CARIBOO FIRE CENTRE WEATHER FORECAST
ISSUED:  1030 am Wednesday, September 28, 2022
VALID:  Through Friday, October 7, 2022
SYNOPSIS:  An off-shore upper low is forecast to drift slowly eastward onto the Washington state coast by late this afternoon.  A moist southerly flow ahead of the low will bring mainly cloudy skies to the fire centre today as well as an increase in instability leading to isolated showers over the Chilcotin this afternoon. The airmass will be cooler and less dry under the cloud cover with highs in the upper teens to low 20s and minimum RHs up into the 25 to 35 % range. Winds today west 10-20 G 30 km/h over the Chilcotin with lighter S to SW winds east of the Fraser.  The upper will move eastward through Washington state tonight bringing cloudy skies and scattered showers, along with the risk of an evening thundershower, to areas east of the Fraser.  Over the Chilcotin, isolated showers will end this evening followed by a clearing trend overnight as an upper ridge builds over the coast mountains.  Lows tonight range from + 3 over the Chilcotin to + 10 for areas east of the Fraser.  The upper low will have moved into western Montana by Thursday afternoon allowing the upper ridge to rebuild back over the fire centre. The Chilcotin will be mainly sunny and warm while partly cloudy skies and isolated showers over the east Thursday morning will give way to a clearing tend in the afternoon as the upper low moves away and the upper ridge rebuilds into the fire centre.  
3 TO 5-DAY OUTLOOK…FRIDAY TO SUNDAY.  The upper ridge will bring mainly sunny dry stable conditions to the fire centre through the period.  High temperatures will remain in the low 20s and minimum RHs will fall back down into the 20 to 35% range. Winds are expected to remain fairly light through the period.
CONFIDENCE:  Confidence is good for the overall pattern. Just a chance of light showers over the west today. Scattered showers will likely bring light amounts to the east tonight although an isolated thundershower could bring a few mm of rain to a site or two this evening as the upper low passes by to the south of the fire centre. Temperatures will cool a bit but remain 3 to 5 degrees above seasonal norms today and Thursday but then rebound back into the low 20s through the weekend. 
WINDS ALOFT:  Puntzi Mountain
 2000 m WSW 20. 3000m SSW 30.
 
6 TO 10 DAY MONDAY TO FRIDAY of next week:  Fair confidence in the long-range forecast. A flat ridge to the south will keep a  light to moderate west to southwest flow aloft over the fire centre. This should keep conditions dry especially over the Chilcotin. No sign of any significant precipitation throughout the period. Temperatures will likely stay 3 to 7 degrees above seasonal values until late in the period when some cooling is possible.
 
WEST OF FRASER
TODAY:  Mainly cloudy.  Isolated afternoon showers. Winds W to SW 10-20 G 30 km/h.  MAX TEMP: 17 to 22 C.  MIN RH: 25 to 35%.
TONIGHT:  Mainly cloudy with isolated evening showers. Clearing from the west overnight.  Winds light and variable.  MIN TEMP: +2 to +5C.  MAX RH: 70 to 95%.
THURSDAY: Mainly sunny. Winds W to SW 8-18 G 30 km/h.  MAX TEMP: 19 to 23 C.  MIN RH: 35 to 50%.
FORECAST  LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING   
Today: Nil/Nil
Tonight: Nil/Nil
Tomorrow: Nil/Nil
Venting: Fair to good today afternoon due to a slight increase in instability and light winds. Fair on Thursday.
 
EAST OF FRASER
TODAY:  Mainly Cloudy.  Chance of a late afternoon shower. Winds S to SW 8-15 G 25 km/h.  MAX TEMP: 18 to 22 C. MIN RH: 25 to 50%.
TONIGHT:  Cloudy with scattered showers. Risk of an evening thundershower. Isolated fog patches develop overnight in valleys.  Winds light and variable.  MIN TEMP: +5 to + 10 C. MAX RH: 70 to 95%.
THURSDAY:  Mainly Cloudy with isolated early morning showers. Clearing from the west in the afternoon. Winds S to SW 8-15 G 25 km/h.  MAX TEMP: 16 to 21 C. MIN RH: 35 to 60%.
FORECAST  LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING   
Today: Nil/Nil
Tonight: Risk/Nil
Tomorrow: Nil/Nil
Venting: Fair this afternoon. Fair on Thursday.
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Description Spatial Coverage

Nil No lightning
Risk Less than 20%
Isolated 20-40%
Scattered 40-60%
Widespread Greater than 60%





